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SUB J : VESSELS FOR GILBERT ISLANDS 

1 . NABOUA RATIETA, CHIEF MINISTER, GILBERT ISLANDS, WILL 
BE IN US ON IV GRANT JANUARY 9-3 1 . HE WILL ARRIVE IN WASH- 
INGTON TO BEGIN PROGRAM JANUARY 12. HE WILL BE ACCOMPANIED 
BY HIS SECRETARY, KEITH O. SHIPLEY (BRITISH CITIZEN). 

2. IN LETTER DATED DEC 30 TO CHARGE, SHIPLEY ON BEHALF OF 
RATIETA REQUESTED THAT ARRANGEMENTS BE MADE FOR CHIEFMIN TO 
TALK ABOUT PURCHASE OF DEFENSE SURPLUS MATERIALS WHILE IN 
WASHINGTON. GILBERTS PARTICULARLY REQUIRE REPLACEMENT TO 
PRESENT TRAINING SHIP, A YUGOSLAVIAN ADRIATIC CRUISE SHIP 
BUILT IN 1949. CHIEFMIN IS AWARE OF PURCHASE BY GOVT OF 

FIJI OF TWO MINESWEEPERS, AND HOPES SIMILAR ASSISTANCE CAN 
BE EXTENDED TO GILBERTS. 

3. MARINE TRAINING SCHOOL IN BETIO. TARAWA, IS IMPRESSIVE 
OPERATION THAT TRAINS ABOUT 300 MERCHANT SEAMEN ANNUALLY, 
MANY OF WHOM END UP CREWS OF HONG KONG- AND EUROPEAN-FLAG 
MERCHANT SHIPS. REMITTANCES FROM THESE MEN (ABOUT AUSTDOLS 
1 MILLION PER ANNUM) ARE IMPORTANT ELEMENT IN GILBERTS 
BUDGET. TRAINING SHIP IS IMPORTANT THEREFORE NOT ONLY TO 
SCHOOL BUT TO NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT. 
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4. EMBASSY RECOMMENDS THAT EVERY EFFORT BE MADE TO ASSIST 
GILBERTS IN THIS MATTER, EITHER THROUGH MILITARY OR AID 
CHANNELS. 

HALL 
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